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ABSTRACT
The paper develops a dynamic antenna scheduling strat-
egy for downlink MIMO communications, where the trans-
mitted signal for each user is beamformed towards a se-
lected subset of receive antennas at this user. The proposed
method removes the condition on the number of transmit-
receive antennas in comparison to traditional zero-forcing
and time-scheduling strategies. By characterizing the prob-
ability distribution of the so-called signal-to-leakage-plus-
noise (SLNR) ratio, we show that there is an optimal set of
receive antennas that maximizes the system performance for
each channel realization. This fact is used to propose an an-
tenna scheduling scheme that leads to improvements in terms
of SINR outage probabilities.

1. INTRODUCTION

Multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) schemes can pro-
vide a substantial gain in network downlink throughput by al-
lowing multiple users to communicate in the same frequency
and time slots. However, the multiplicity of users causes co-
channel interference (CCI) among users. Several works in
the literature have proposed schemes for perfectly cancel-
ing the CCI for each user, such as using zero forcing (ZF)
solutions [1],[2],[3], [4]. Unfortunately, ZF designs tend to
impose an impractical condition on the number of transmit-
receive antennas (essentially requiring more transmit anten-
nas than the combined number of all receive antennas). One
way to alleviate this condition is to resort to time-scheduling
[5], where only a subset of the users are allowed to commu-
nicate at each time slot.

In this paper, we motivate and propose an antenna
scheduling strategy where the transmitted signal vector for
each user is beamformed towards a selected subset of the re-
ceive antennas at this user. Although the non-selected receive
antennas are ignored when designing the beamforming vec-
tors, they are still used at the receiver side to improve the de-
coding of the signal. The proposed method relaxes the condi-
tion on the number of transmit-receive antennas and is shown
to lead to improvements in terms of SINR outage probabili-
ties.

2. SYSTEM MODEL

Consider a downlink multi-user environment with a base sta-
tion communicating with K users. The base station employs
N transmit antennas and each user could be equipped with
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multiple antennas as well. Let Mi denote the number of re-
ceive antennas at the ith user. A block diagram of the system
is shown in Figure 1, where si(n) denotes the transmitted
data intended for user i at time n. The scalar data si(n) is
multiplied by an N×1 beamforming vector wi before being
transmitted over the channel. In this way, the overall N× 1
transmitted vector at time n is given by

x(n) =
K

∑
k=1

wksk(n) (N×1) (1)

The data si(n) and the beamforming coefficients wi are as-
sumed to be normalized as follows:

E|sk(n)|2 = 1, ‖wk‖2 = 1

for k = {1, . . . ,K}.
The N×1 vector x(n) is then broadcast over the channel.

Assuming a narrow-band (single-path) channel, the received
vector of size Mi×1 at the ith user at time n is given by

yi(n) = Hi

K

∑
k=1

wksk(n)+vi(n) (Mi×1) (2)

where the elements of Hi are complex Gaussian variables
with zero-mean and unit-variance. Furthermore, the additive
noise vi(n) satisfies

Evi(n)v∗i (n) = σ2
i IMi

where IMi is the Mi×Mi identity matrix. It is assumed that
each channel matrix Hi is available at the base station and
at the corresponding user. Dropping the time index n for
notational simplicity we rewrite (2) as

yi = Hiwisi +
K

∑
k=1,k 6=i

Hiwksk +vi (Mi×1) (3)

where the second term is the co-channel interference (CCI)
caused by the multi-user nature of the system. The signal-
to-interference-plus-noise ratio (SINR) at the input of the re-
ceiver is given by

SINRi =
‖Hiwi‖2

Miσ 2
i +∑K

k=1,k 6=i ‖Hiwk‖2
(4)

Using (4) as an optimization criterion and maximizing it to
select the {wi} would generally result in a challenging op-
timization problem to solve with K coupled variables {wi}.
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Figure 1: Block diagram of the multi-user beamforming sys-
tem.

An alternative criterion was introduced in [6] to select the
beamforming coefficients {wi}, and which is based on max-
imizing instead a signal-to-leakage-plus-noise ratio (SLNR).
In this formulation, the leakage for user i is defined as the
total power leaked from this user to all other users — Fig. 2.
The leakage power is given by

K

∑
k=1,k 6=i

‖Hkwi‖2

and the beamforming vectors {wi}K
i=1 are obtained by solv-

ing the optimization problem:

wo
i = arg max

wi∈CN×1

‖Hiwi‖2

Miσ2
i +∑K

k=1,k 6=i ‖Hkwi‖2

︸ ︷︷ ︸
SLNR for user i

(5)

subject to ‖wi‖2 = 1, i = {1, . . . ,K}. Compared with (4),
the term ‖Hiwk‖2 in the denominator has been replaced by
‖Hkwi‖2.

Problem (5) can be rewritten as

wo
i = arg max

wi∈CN×1

w∗
i H

∗
i Hiwi

Miσ2
i +w∗

i H̃
∗
i H̃iwi

(6)

subject to ‖wi‖2 = 1, where

H̃i =
[
HT

1 · · ·HT
i−1H

T
i+1 · · ·HT

K
]T




K

∑
j=1
j 6=i

M j×N


 (7)

is an extended channel matrix that excludes Hi only. The
solution to (6) is given by

wo
i ∝ max . eigenvector

((
Miσ 2

i I+ H̃∗
i H̃i

)−1
H∗

i Hi

)
(8)

in terms of the eigenvector that corresponds to the maximum
eigenvalue (λmax) of the matrix in (8). The norm of wo

i is
scaled to ‖wo

i ‖2 = 1. It was indicated in [6] that this solution
outperforms classical zero-forcing (ZF) solutions in terms of
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Figure 2: A block diagram depicting the leakage from user 1
on other users.

BER; in addition it does not impose a condition on the num-
ber of transmit and receive antennas. Figure 3 is a plot of
the output SINR outage curves using three different schemes,
namely, the proposed SLNR-based scheme (using the full
number of receive antennas), the ZF scheme [4] and a single-
user beamforming scheme which ignores the CCI when se-
lecting the beamforming vectors [7]. These three schemes
are compared to an interference-free scenario, which is added
in the plot only for comparison purposes. The figure shows
that the SLNR-based scheme outperforms the ZF scheme.1
Choosing wo

i according to (8) results in a maximum SLNR
given by

SLNRi = λmax (9)

where λmax is the maximum eigenvalue of(
Miσ2

i I+ H̃∗
i H̃i

)−1 H∗
i Hi.

In order to examine how λmax, and hence SLNR, vary
with the system parameters {N,K,Mi}, we have derived the
joint probability density function (pdf) of the eigenvalues
of the matrix expression (Miσ 2

i I+ H̃∗
i H̃i)−1H∗

i Hi); details
omitted for brevity:

f (λ1, . . . ,λN ;N,{Mi}) ∝
l, j=m

∏
l, j=1
l< j

|λl −λ j|2

·
N

∏
j=1

|λ j|Mi−Ne−Miσ2
i (λ j+1)

|Miσ2(λ j +1)|(∑K
j=1 M j)

Integrating over all λi < λmax, we obtain the pdf of λmax.
Figures 4 and 5 show how the pdf of λmax of a user depends
on the the number of receive antennas of this user and on the
sum of receive antennas of all other users, respectively. In
the figures, t = ∑K

j=1
j 6=i

M j.

1In comparison, zero forcing solutions require the number of transmit
antennas (N) to be essentially at least equal to the combined number of re-
ceive antennas by all users (∑K

j=1
j 6=i

M j) [4].
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Figure 3: SINR outage probability for one user comparing 3
different schemes with the ideal interference-free case.
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Figure 4: The derived pdf of λmax for N = 2, t = 6, σ2 = 0.2,
and three values of Mi = {4,6,8}.
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Figure 5: The derived pdf of λmax for N = 2, Mi = 4, σ 2 =
0.2, and three values of t = {4,6,8}.
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Figure 6: Mean value of λmax versus Mi for fixed values of
N, t, and σ2 = 0.2.
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Figure 7: Mean value of λmax versus t for fixed values of N,
Mi, and σ2 = 0.2.

The average SLNR of a user (given by the mean value
of λmax), increases as the number of antennas of this user
Mi increases. This is illustrated in Figure 6. An interesting
result, however, is that as t (the total number of antennas by
all other users) increases, the average SLNR decreases. The
intuition here is that as the number of channel links to other
users increases, the less the degrees of freedom we have in
the choice of the beamforming vector wi.

3. ANTENNA SELECTION PROCEDURE

The above conclusions suggest that when designing the
beamforming vectors wi using the SLNR as the optimiza-
tion criterion, there is a conflict among the users in the sys-
tem. Increasing the number of antennas of a user improves
the performance of this user but designing the other users
beamformers based on all these antennas degrades the per-
formance of other users. We propose an antenna selection
scheme where the transmitter selects a subset of receive an-
tennas at each user for the design of its beamforming vec-
tors. We would like to emphasize here that although the non-
selected receive antennas are ignored during the design of
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the beamforming vectors, they are not shutdown on the re-
ceiver side. In fact, using all the antennas at the receiver side
to decode the signal improves the SINR of the user as op-
posed to using only the selected subset of antennas for which
the beamforming vector is optimized. We thus suggest the
following dynamic method for antenna selection that would
improve system performance. According to the proposed
scheme, we reduce the number of active antennas (taken into
account when designing the beamforming vectors) for users
not meeting an SINR threshold. The threshold value applies
to the SINR at the output of the receiver. By lowering the
number of selected antennas for these users, the other users
in the network will have a higher probability to meet their
SINR threshold. This procedure does not yield any degra-
dation in the system performance in terms of outage val-
ues since those users not meeting the SINR threshold can-
not establish a connection anyway. Thus for each channel
realization, we perform a search over all possible receive an-
tenna combinations (2∑i Mi − 1) and choose the combination
that results in a maximum number of users meeting an SINR
threshold. In general, there may be more than one combina-
tion of receive antennas that fulfill this condition. Among all
combinations, we choose the one that maximizes the SINR
of the worst above-the-threshold user. This scheme does not
require any change in the receivers since all the received an-
tennas are used for decoding on the user side. In the cases
that some users are meeting their SINR threshold by a large
margin, their number of active antennas can be reduced in
favor of other users in the system. As long as such users still
meet their threshold, the reduction in their active antennas
will help the other users in the system. Overall, this mecha-
nism can statistically improve the outage results for all users
in the network.

4. SIMULATIONS

The simulation results are shown in Figures 8 and 9. The
plots compare the final SINR outage curves for the follow-
ing two scenarios: 1) all antennas for all users are used, 2)
the configuration suggested by the search scheme of Sec. 3
is used. The channel model described in Sec. 2 is used in
all simulations. The following simulation results represent
two different antenna configurations, 1) t > N: this is the
case where the ZF scheme fails. 2) t < N: condition for ZF
scheme is satisfied and the results show that our proposed
scheme outperforms the ZF scheme.

4.1 Hi and H̃i are tall matrices: t > N.
• Number of transmit antennas N = 5.
• Number of users K = 3.
• Number of available receive antennas {M1,M2,M3} =
{2,2,5}.

• Target SINR thresholds {T1,T2,T3}= {7,7,10}dB.
The SNR per received antenna is defined as 1/σ2

i and is
assumed to be 0 dB. The simulation is conducted over 200
channel realizations.

Figure 8 shows the resulting outage curves for each of the
3 users in the system for the following 2 cases:
• Using all available antennas.
• Using the proposed antenna configuration.

The curves in Fig. 8 are SINR outage curves. That is, each
curve is the cumulative density function (cdf) of the SINR
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Figure 8: SINR outage probability for all the users.

at the output of the receiver for the corresponding user. The
outage curve represents P(SINR≤ µ) on the vertical axis for
different values of µ on the horizontal axis. Consider the
results for user 1 in the top plot of Fig. 8 . The SINR thresh-
old for this user is 7 dB meaning that if the SINR value for
this user falls below 7 dB, the package is dropped and it has
to be re-transmitted. Thus, the probability P(SINR ≤ 7 dB)
measures the likelihood that this user will not establish com-
munication with the transmitter. The figure shows that by
using the original antenna configuration, user 1 achieves an
outage of 30% while using the proposed scheme the outage
reduces to 2%. Note that the curve for the proposed scheme
is flat for SINR values up to the threshold (7 dB) and then it
increases. This is because in our proposed scheme, the sig-
nal is transmitted to the user only if there is a reliable channel
(i.e., if the SINR is above the threshold). This hard decision
at the transmitter translates into the breakpoint in the curve.
Thus the flat part of the curve corresponds to the case of no
transmission and its value is the outage percentage for all the
values of SINR below the threshold.

According to the results shown in Figure 8, the following
outage improvements are achieved:
• User 1 (7dB outage): from 30% to 2%
• User 2 (7dB outage): from 40% to 5%
• User 3 (10dB outage): from 20% to 3%

Thus all three users experience a significant improvement in
outage probability at their target SINR.

For this antenna configuration, it can be seen from Figure
8 that the SINR of the users are sacrificed in the region where
SINR is below the target threshold. This yields no degrada-
tion in the target SINR outage since no reliable communica-
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Figure 9: SINR outage probability for all the users.

tion is desired below this threshold anyways. However, by
sacrificing the SINR of one users, the other users meet their
thresholds with a greater probability, as was argued in Sec.
3.

4.2 Hi and H̃i are fat matrices: t < N.
• Number of transmit antennas N = 10
• Number of users K = 3
• Number of available receive antennas {M1,M2,M3} =
{3,3,3}

• Target SINR thresholds {T1,T2,T3}= {12,12,12}dB
According to the results shown in Figure 9, the following
outage improvements are achieved:
• User 1 (12dB outage): from 40% to 2%
• User 2 (12dB outage): from 30% to 1%
• User 3 (12dB outage): from 30% to 1.6%

5. CONCLUSIONS

We proposed a dynamic antenna scheduling strategy for
downlink MIMO communications that is based on character-
izing and exploiting the dependence of the signal-to-leakage-
plus-noise (SLNR) ratio on the system parameters. The
SLNR strategy is found to relax the condition on the num-
ber of transmit-receive antennas in comparison to traditional
zero-forcing and time-scheduling strategies. The dependence
of the pdf of the SLNR on the system parameters was ex-
ploited to propose an antenna scheduling scheme that leads
to significant improvement in terms of SINR outage proba-
bilities. Simulation results illustrate the resulting system per-

formance.

REFERENCES

[1] A. Bourdoux and N. Khaled, “Joint TX-RX optimization
for MIMO-SDMA based on a null-space constraint,” in
Proc. IEEE 56th Vehicular Technology Conference, Van-
couver, Canada, Sept. 2002, pp. 171–174.

[2] Q. H. Spencer, A. L. Swindlehurst, and M. Haardt,
“Zero-forcing methods for downlink spatial multiplex-
ing in multi-user MIMO channels,” IEEE Transactions
on Signal Processing, vol. 52, pp. 461–471, Feb. 2004.

[3] M. Bengtsson, “A pragmatic approach to multi-user
spatial multiplexing,” in Proc. IEEE Sensor Array and
Multichannel Signal Processing Workshop, Rosslyn, VA,
Aug. 2002, pp. 130–134.

[4] R. Chen, J. G. Andrews, and R. W. Heath, “Multi-
user space-time block coded MIMO system with unitary
downlink precoding,” in Proc. IEEE International Con-
ference on Communications, Paris, France, June 2004,
pp. 2689–2693.

[5] R. W. Heath, M. Airy, and A. J. Paulraj, “Multiuser
diversity for MIMO wireless systems with linear re-
ceivers,” in Proc. Thirty-Fifth Asilomar Conference on
Signals, Systems, and Computers, Philadelphia, PA, Nov.
2001, vol. 2, pp. 1194–1199.

[6] A. Tarighat, M. Sadek, and A. H. Sayed, “A multi
user beamforming scheme for downlink MIMO channels
based on maximizing signal-to-leakage ratios,” in Proc.
IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, Speech,
and Signal Processing, Philadelphia, PA, Mar. 2005,
vol. 3, pp. 1129–1132.

[7] E. G. Larsson and P. Stoica, Space-Time Block Cod-
ing for Wireless Communications, Cambridge University
Press, 2003.

14th European Signal Processing Conference (EUSIPCO 2006), Florence, Italy, September 4-8, 2006, copyright by EURASIP


