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EURASIP Seasonal SatNEx School Report

Dates & Venue: 22-23 September 2025, Casa Convalescéncia, Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), Spain

The EURASIP Seasonal Satellite Network of Experts (SatNEx) School “Trust and Intelligence in Space” convened from 22 to
23 September 2025 at the UNESCO facilities of UAB in Barcelona, co-located with the AIAA ICSSC 2025 conference. The
school targeted early-stage researchers, PhD students, postdoctoral fellows, and industry professionals interested in
satellite and space communications.

Technical Program & Highlights

The first day comprised a full technical program featuring a keynote by Holly Ridings (former NASA Chief Flight Director,
now Director, Exploration Operations NASA Artemis Moon to Mars) on research challenges of ARTEMIS program, followed
by lectures from Oana-Alexandra Graur (ESA Chair Of LunaNet Security WG) on space security standardization; Prof.
Gunes Karabulut-Kurt (Research Chair in New Frontiers in Space Communications, Polytechnique Montréal); Prof. Zhu
Han (ACM Distinguished Lecturer, University of Houston) on generative semantic communications; and Prof. Eva Lagunas
(Interdisciplinary Centre for Security, Reliability and Trust, University of Luxembourg) on non-terrestrial networks in 6G.

On the second day, the school merged with the 42nd International Communications Satellite Systems Conference
(ICSSC) Colloquium, bringing together thematic panels on standardization, security and safety, quantum and space, and
Al applications in trusted space systems. The joint session featured representatives from major space industries and
agencies across North America, Europe, and Japan, fostering dialogue between academia and the industrial sector on next-
generation satellite architectures and space trust frameworks. The attached list of attendants also incldues the full list of
lecturers and panelists.

Participant Profile and Reflection

The school brought together a total of 52 participants from academia, research centers, industry, and space institutes and
agencies. A majority (around 76%) were students and early-career researchers from universities and research institutes
such as UAB, UPC, CTTC, University of Luxembourg, Polytechnique Montréal, and ISAE-Supaero. Industry participation
(=13%) was equally significant, with contributions from Sateliot, Reflex Aerospace, DeltaVision, IXREV Solutions, and MBI
SRL, reflecting the growing entrepreneurial engagement in space communications. In addition, space agencies and
institutional bodies (®6%), including NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA) and the The Institute of Space Studies of
Catalonia (IEEC), provided essential strategic and technical perspectives. As organizeres, we are happy with such a
balanced composition between academic inquiry and industrial application, aligning perfectly with EURASIP’s mission
to bridge research excellence and technological innovation in signal processing and communications.

Below we include an illustrative photo from the event.
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